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MY REVEREND BRETHREN, 


HE prin ir rincipal object of Epiſcopal viſitation being 
the lack, or the prevention, of ſuch irregularities 
and abuſes, as, without any impeachment of the gene- 
rat good intention and good conduct of the Clergy, 
may be expeRted from time to time, through mere in- 
advertence, to creep in; I ſhould deem every moment 
loſt to the immediate purpoſe of our meeting, which, 1 
were to conſume either in ſubtle diſquiſition upon ab- 
ſtruſe points of ſpeculation, or in general exhortation 
to awaken your zeal and induſtry in the duties of your 
A 3 - ſacred 
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well taught in A myſteries of God, of which they 
are the ſtewards, —from many of whom I might myſelf . 
be happy to receive inftryQion-—to faithful ſervants of 
the Lord, who hath called us, who need no other 1 in- 
citement to their general duty, than their own ſenſe of 
33 the obligation that is laid upon them. The advice, 
which 1 mean to offer upon the preſent. occaſion, ap- 

plies ſpecially to your particular ſituation; as called to 

the exerciſe of your miniſtry in theſe remote corners of 


J 


the ifland, in congregations, which, except in ſome of 
the greater towns, are compoſed almoſt entirely of the 
common people; and of ſuch common people, a8 from 
their ſequeſtered, ſituation, are, of all their countrymen 
| of the ſame. degree, the leaſt improved by early educa- 
. tion, and of conſequence the leaſt prepared, by any 
previous tuition, to receive the inſtruttion, which it is 
youriſh.and weak winks OSV bon of! or fot 


Ix is a i of TOR N in itſelf not diff 


cult, buvinyolyed | in endlaſs intricacies. in thoſe who 
313%} 8 take 


| taks dy the diſcuſſion with their minds poſſaſſed with 
certain common” prejudices, ' and for that reaſon too 
often I fear erroneouſly decided, What is the proper 
Matter of inſtruction in ſuch congregations? more eſpe · 
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cially in the preſent circumſtances of the eſtabliſhed ' 


church? I am of opinion, that to ſtop the progreſs of 
that new ſpecies of infidelity, which is propagated by 
certain of the ſeRaries-of the preſent day, as well as to 
cure the fanaticiſm of ſome weak, but, I truſt, well in- 
| tentioned members of our own communion, much might 
be done by the labours of the country Pariſh-Prieft; 
much more, indeed, than by the learned diſquiſitions 
af profeſſed Polemics; were it not that erroneous max - 
ims are gone abroad, which, for ſeveral years paſt, if 


my obſervation deceive me not, have very much go- 
verned the conduct of the Parochial Clergy in the mi- 
A just abhorrence of thoſe virulent animoſities, 
which in all ages, ſince external perſecution' ceaſed, 
have prevailed among Chriſtians ;. eſpecially, ſince the 


9130 Reformation, 
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AKetormellon, among Proteſtitits of he dfferent dns: a 
minatlons, upon the pretenee ut leaſt of certain differ- | 


ences of opinion in points of nice and doubtful diſpu- 
tation, hath introduced und given general currency io 

a Maxim, which ſeemed to promiſe” Peace and Unity, 

by diſmiſſing the cauſe; or rather the pretence, of diſ- 
ſenſion. Namely, that the Laity; the more illiterate 
eſpecially, have little concern with the Myſteries fo 
revealed religion, provided they be attentive to its 
Duties. Whence it hath ſeemed a' ſaſe and certain 
concluſion," that it is more tlie office of a Chriſtian 
teacher, to preſs' the Practice of Religion upon the 
conſciences of his beurer, than to inculcate and 1 
its Doctrines. 


AGAIN, a dread of the pernicious tendency of ſome 
extravagant opinions, which perſons, more to be ef- 
teemed for the warmth of their piety, than the ſound- 
neſs of their judgement, have grafted, in moderm times, 
upon the dottrine of Juſtification by Faith, as it is 
ſlated in the 11th, 12th, and 13th of the Articles of 

| our 


? or run DIOGEIR) OF er. DAVE 4. 


deut Church, (which, however, is no private tenet of 
the Church of England, but the common doctrine of 
all the firſt Reformer, not to ſay chat it is the very cor- 
þ ner one of: the whole ſyſtem of Redemption) a dread 
of the pernicious tendency” of thoſe extravagant opini- 
1 ons, which ſeem to emancipate the Believer from the 
authority of all Moral Law, hath given general exedit 
to another maxim; which I never hear without extreme 
concern from the lips of a Divine, either from the pul- 
pit, or in familiar converſation: Namely, that Practieal 
Religion and Morality are one and the fame thing: 
That Moral Duties conſtitute the ae or by far the. 
better part of N e Lek Winne 


Born theſe | 3 HF IR Both, as far as. 
they are received, have a pernicious influence on the 
miniſtry of the Word. . The firſt, moſt abſurdly ſepa- 
rates Practice from the Motives of Practice. The ſe- 
cond, adopting that ſeparation, reduces practical Chriſ- 
tianity to Heathen virtue; and the two, taken together, 
have much contributed to diveſt our ſermons of the ge- 
nuine 


10 N CHAROE 0 re OLEAGT/ 
wmulne pon and favour of Chriſtianity, and wo um 


mem to meer moral effays2 in which t moral duties an 


enforced, not, as indeed they might be'to good purpoſe, 
by ſcriptural motiyes, but by ſich arguments, üs d 
"where appear to ſo much advantage as'in the writings'of 
the, Heathen Moraliſts, and are quite out of their place 
| 1 the pulpit, The rules delivered may be obſerved to 
vary according to the temperament of the teacher, But 
the ſyſtem chiefly i in requeſt, with thoſe who ſeem the 
moſt in earneſt in this ſtrain of preaching,” is the ſtrict, 
-but impraticable, unſocial, ſullen Moral of the Stores, 
'Thus, under the influence of theſe two pernicious max- 
ims, it too often happens, that we loſe ſight of that which 
is our proper office, to publiſh the Word of Reconci- 
liation, to propound the terms of Peace and Pardon to 
the penitent, and we make no other uſe of the high 
- commiſſion that we bear, than to come abroad one day 
in the ſeven, dreſſed in ſolemn looks, and in the exter- 
nal garb of holineſs, to be the apes of Epitetus, I flat- 
ter myſelf, that we are at preſent in a ſtate of recovery 
from this deluſion, The compoſitions, which are at 
this 


va 


| | | , 
 (hib daydeliversd from bur pulpits are; I inte in ge· 
fleval, "of d more Chriſtlan cat, than were often heard 
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ſorne thirty yer ſince when I firſt entered on the mi- 
ann A Sun de dr) Gain of. moral preaching is tos 
much in iſe, and the erroneous maxims, on which the 
practice ſtands, are not 1 explode. 
Dein ener 91: : rte aan ui. Abra i 
Tor firſt of the two, which excludes the laity from 
alt concern with the doctrinal part of religion, and di- 
reQs the preacher to let the Doctrine take its chance, and 
to turn the whole attention of his hearers to Practice, 
muſt tacitly aſſume for its foundation (for it can ſtand 
apoti no otlrer ground) this complex propoſition Not 
only that the Practice of religious duties is à far more 
excellent thing in the life of man, far more ornamental 
of ne Ohriſtiun profeſſion, than any knowledge of the 
doctrine without the practice; but moreover, that men 
ma be brought ts the Praftice/of religion without pre- 
vious inſtructlon in its Doctrines; or in other. words, 
that Faith and Prattice are, in their nature, ſepurable 
things. Now the former branch of this double aſſump- 
| B tion, 
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4 A e 
than Knowledge, cis wnqueſtionably true f and a truth 


too earnelidy- inguleated. | But the ſecond: branch of: the 


aſſumption, that Faith and Practice are ſeparable things 
or rather a manifeſt.commadifion.mr 
Practical holineſs is the end: Faith is the means; and 


is a groſs miſtake, or 


to ſuppoſe Faith and Practice ſeparable, is to ſuppoſe 
the end attainable without the uſe of means. The di- 
rect contrary is the truth. The practice of religion will 
always thrive, in proportion as its do@rines, are gene- 
rally underſtood and firmly received, and the praſtice 
will degenerate and decay, in proportion as the doctrine 
is miſunderſtood and negleRed, It is true, therefore, 
that it is the great duty of a preacher of the goſpel) to 
preſi the practice of ita precepts upon the eonfeiences 
of men, But then it is equally true, that it is his 
duty to enforce this practice in a. particular, way! 
namely, by inculcating its doctrines. The - motives, 
which the revealed doctrines furniſh, are the only mo- 
(1 | 410? 95d} vol Aves 


of great i importance, which cannot he too frequently, or BY 
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tives fie has dc do h- and the only motlves by! which 
\religibus;duty W Dt yo bats 
0 92011 £ inks 100390 £13311 nf "ls 32 5131 11 mn 
D eee very much che4alhidh, 
+0 ſuppoſe u great warit'of capacity in tlie Common 
[People to be carried any great length in religiviskno- 
ledge; More than in thie abſtruſe feienbes! That tlie 
world; and all things in it, had àa maker g that tiie mi- 
ker of the world made man, and gave hitm the life 
IkHieft he wow enhoys ! that hof who firſt guve life, can, 
at any time, reſtore it ; that he can puniſh; in 4 future 
lige erimes which he ſuffers to be committed with iru- 
punity in the / ſome of theſe frſt principles of religion 
'the/Vulgar, it is ſuppoſed, may be brought to compre- 
nend But the peculiur doctrines of Revelation, the 
Tini) Uf Perfotis Im the” undivided Godhead, the In- 
varnatiom of the ſpeond Perſon, the expiation of ſin by 
the Redeomer's ſufferings and death, the efficacy of his 
interbeſſion, the myſterious commerce of the believer's 
ſout wih the Divine Spirit—theſe things are ſuppoſed to 
Se far above their reach Ale 9 IIiit Num gad 1113 
wt B 2 4 
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kind would indeed be, miſerable, and thei-proffer-.of 
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mercy, in the goſpel, little better than a mockery. of 


their,wge- For the, conſequence: would be, chat the 
Common People could never_be carried beyemd the 
haſt principles of what is called Natural; Religion. Of 
the efficacy of natural religion as a rule of aſtion, the 
world has had the long experience of 1600 years. For 
ſo much was the interval between the inſtitution! of the 
NMoſaic Church, and; the; publication of the gbſpol. 
During that interyal, certainly, if not ſrom an earlier 
period, natural religion Was leſt ta try ti powers on the 
heathen world, +1: Thejrgſult of the experiment is, that | 
its powers are of no avail. Among the Vulgar, natural 


—— e eee the 


de, in \theix, lives.) But if hipnamral; ation 
of no practical efficacy as experiment hath demonſtrated, 
be the utmoſt of religion which the common people can 
receive; then is our preaching vain, Chriſt died in vain, 
and man muſt ſtill periſh. Bleſſed. be God, the. caſe-.is 
_— far 
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proof ofitheinſignificince' of what is called Natural Re- 
gien; o on the other, in the ſucceſs of the firſt 
preachers of Chtiſtlanityn weHmpmue am experimertal 
proof of the ſufficiency of Revealed Religion to thoſe 
very ende in which Natural Religion failed. In their 
ſuereſi we haye experimental prooff that there is no- 
thing in the great myſtery of godlineſa, | which the Vul- 
gar, more than theꝰ Learned, want capacity to appre - 
hend fince upom th firſt preaching: of the goſpel, the 
iterate, the ſcorn of phariſaical pride, who knew not 
firſt u erfand, 2 " eee 
nab le bone t 1] | Seo 
915 aft cH n ai e Ne ont om 0 
„Non will this ſeem ſtrange; if it be conſidered;/ thai 
Religion and Science are very different things, and the 
objects of different faculties)! Science is the object of 
natural Reaſon; religious truth, of Faith. Faith; like 
the natural faculties, may be improved by exerciſe; but 
in at beginning it is unqueſtionably a diftinct gift of 
tie God. 
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+. bebe e wok us be n 


. (cot potiple-rhankd | 
; Wel Ae of - receiving thoſe principles 6f na- 
nnn ee vera ſo een . oa 
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fert, "that no prodf can be more ſubile ih ita pabceſs;107 | 


im its principles more abſtmaſe, homer jut invitt.oon} 
chile) — ——— nr N 
—— — arg theres 
fore, addrefſed totheifarealbn, 'in0convittidn could be 
firfiGpnmtpleot, ehe By Faith} thitipiavinds are 
opened to apprehend all that is revealed of the ſchenns 
of redemption, no leſs than the very firſt principles, the 
dottrihe obi ro ſuH n, on the:fifſt -cfration auf he 
—_ warld-out:of nothing. Let me entreat you ther̃eſtit 
yheterend -Brethzer, to: diſcaril theſe/injutious ur 
 eharitible ſurinaſes} of a want of capacity / ii nin 
neared. A Vant pf oapacity in theſe ſuibjects, is a warlt 
df Faith; afidthe . Fzithrin tie com- 
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det, io. alf uh ar ſchleme vf mercy in which all art im- 
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an., e den in their Betteboik-(in! toc. 
- Uifiruſbof Oodg a, if hel wulll be wanting this, amn 
Work; and fail to givs all inen faith ito receixeia difob- | 


terefi6d/:Pray-camefily/r0: God to-aſſift:the aniniſira- 
tion ot the word, ub ce ſeutut influence:/of his:hlaly 
Spirit on tke nlinde of your hearers 3 and nothing doubt- 
ing bat your prayerg are heard, however mean and ik 
Rterate l eUnHregatioꝶ May be, ir which you eker 
cife your facred function, fear not to ſet before them 
the whole-councit of God. Open the whůle of your 
meſſage” without deſervation; that every one ,ofipou | 
may have confidence to ſay, when he ſhall be called 
upon to give an iaccoumt of his! ſtewardſhip. Lord I 
5! have not hid dy righteouſneſs within my heart; 1 
have not concealed thy loving kindneſs and truth 
2 ans the-great- congregation,” nl; 2111 04 Dus BOY 
104190 g CHIGIOLE;. ig id a, 0) byyarontib 
Tux ſecond maxim, that ma the 
um aid ſubſtance of Practical . in t a 
double 
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iireproachable, in. this, ee euch, land a1 the ame 
time perfectly. irreligious and profane. Irreligious and 

profane in that extreme, as to he in danger os being caſt 

at laſt into outer darkneſa ( ith his hole load of mo- 
: aal merit on his back. The notion that religion and 
anorality are che Gama; generally as in bath.togdong pre- 
umiled, needy no other conſutationi but vat will ſpon- 
[taneoully ariſe from a q̃uſt definition ef the terms. Re- 
ligion, in the|pradical-parts in:a ſundious conformityggt 
our ati qs, gur wills, land our appetites, 14 the re- 
vealed will of God, in pure regard to the Divine autho- 
rity, and to the relation, -iniwhich: watand. te God, As 


diſcovered to us by Revelation.  - Morality is a confor- 
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' -mity of our · actions to the relation. in Which Gland to 
bl each; other. in cayalidaciety- eee 
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bechende 45me confiderable part, but x part only, of 


the duties of the Second Table. Morality enjoins filial 
Diety : itprohibits Murther, Adultery, Theft, Falſe wit- 
neſs, and thoſe inferior crimes, which for the like 
harm'that in a leſs degree they bring to ſociety, or to the 
individual in fociety, bear affinity to theſe, as to the 
heads of ſo many different ſpecies. But does Morality 
ſay, „ Thou ſhalt not covet.” Does the controul of 
moral obligation reach the fecret meditations of the 
mind, and the flent heart ? Does it im- 
poſe reſtraint upon the nfuality of the imagination, 
and the private prurience of appetite? Like the Divine 
Law, does it extend to every ſecret energy of the Mind, 
the Will, and the Appetite, and require the obedience of 
the inner, no-lefs than of the outer man ? Again, doth 
Morality ſay, © Thou ſhale: love thine enemies; thou 
ſhalt Blefs them that curſe, do good to them that per- 
ſecute ?” Doth Morality enjoin forgiveneſs of injuries, 
or the giving of alms to the poor? Truly morality | 

careih for none of theſe things.” How: ſmall a part 
. ſocial duty, of a Chriſtian's ſocial duty, is the 

11175 C utmoſt 
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. moRtahith\Morality euufts f fun o- m 
i miſledde, who are taught that ineer moralit) dstiaftes the 
bos by which the Chriſtian ſhall be judged, even in the 
WH. - bee e N the tan our u eee Fires e 
| $6) 0) Ho Frm? WH ri rg or Seay N 9 erf. 
Wirn FOOTY dreh of duty; with the love of 

God, and of conſequence with the duties of the Firſt 
table, Morality hath' evidently no concern or connec- 
tion. The worſhip, which I owe to God, is certainly 
il no part of the duty which I oe to man. It is indiſfe- 
rent to Morality, whether I worſhip one God or many. 
L _ Morality is not offended; if I worſhip graven images. 
Morality enjoins no obſervance of one day in ſeven-yno 
bl feaſt of faith, in ſacramental rites, upon the body and 
|! blood of the Redeemer; For Reaſon, kom which Mo- 
Il] rality derives her whole authority and information; 
Reaſon knows not, till ſhe hath been taught by the 
lively oracles of God, that the creator of ' the! world is 

the ſole object of worſhip; ſheiknows” of no prohibi- 

tion of particular modes of worſhip; ſhe knovs no- 
_ of the creation of the World in ſeven days; no- 
ets; 3 wing 
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| AhinigafinedocnptionymaothingoÞ the ſpirimual Rich end 
the food brought don from Heaven for its ſuſtenance. 


this ignorant Reaſon; hith ho ſenſe or knowledge of any 
part of that great branch of duty, which comes under 
che general title of Devotion. Let me conjure you 
therefore, my brethren, to he cautious how you admit, 
iich more-how:you propagate, that deluſive dangerous 
maxim, that Morality is the ſum of practical reli- 
gion,” leſt you place the totality and perfection of the 
thing in a very inconſiderable part. ic x1 
aug lo dolsszimiis vn: Mics wgict at owed anveriing 
PraHAf M wilb!recizr wo- che pd 0 of * 
word: you will contend with me, that the word Mo 
rality, in its natural import, comprehends every thing 
which belongs to Manners. That devotional, no lels 
than ſocial, habits make à part of the manners of the 
man; and becauſe a man's thoughts, paſſions, appetites, 
form his habits and influence his actions, that they alfo 
may be conſidered as a very eſſential part of manners. 


tit otu „ word, 


Morality therefore, having no better inſtruftreſß tian 


That morality therefore, in the natural import of tlie 


| 8 N verd. i preciſely of the-fanie extent with brsdies 
3 ligion, embracing every branch of mari's duty; to God, 
mis neighbour, and himſelf; fince whateyer is irreligi- 


„ enn o „ 


ous, in thought, word, or deed, — than an um 

juſt action, a defect, or blemiſh, in the Manners of the 

man. And uſing the word in this large meaning, you 

think you affirm nothing but the truth, when you ſky 

that Morality is the ſum and reg roll- 

len. iv. aan * Ann ee 
„ lata en 


My ike 23 ar- 
gument, however it might raiſe my admiration of your 


grammatical {kill; I muſt take leave to ſay, it would 
ſet you not high in my opinion as Logicians; and Rill 
lower as Divines. And yet, I much ſuſpect, that many 
have impoſed upon themſelves, by this very reaſoning, 


| in the point in queſtion, Morality, according to this 
interpretation of the word, is indeed the ſame thing with 


practical religion. In the maxim therefore, which you 
would defend, ſubſtitute for the word morality, thoſe 
two words, which in 3 render ite emer: 
— 
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terms. What is it? Plainly this; Practical Religion is 
the ſum und ſubſtance of practical religion, My Reve» 
rend Brethren, is this the {important truth we are ſent 
abroad to publiſh! This the purport- of our high and 
holy embaſſy | The inſignificance of the propoſition is 
not the worſt part of it, The greater evil ey that it it 
| Rated in terms, which hide the folly of it, and miſlead 
our hearers, The word morality in its public accepta- 
tion, carries no ſuch extenſive meaning, as they aſcribe 
to it, in their private underſtanding, who ſpeak of it a 
the ſame thing with religion, It is rather a name of 
diſtinction, either for ſocial duty, as it was underſtogd 
and practiſed among the heathen, without the additions 
and improvements of revealed religion; or for thoſe 
religious duties, which are in themſelves duties, by an 
inherent fitneſs and propriety, demonſtrable from the 
relation in which we ſtand to God our Creator and Re- 
deemer, when once it is made known to us, without re- 
gard to any particular command. In the one or the 
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other of theſaqwo lenſes, au diſtinguiſhing, ſocial duty, 
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—— or the primary duties of religion from 


of any other meaning · Mhenſye ſay then that, Mors · 


underſtood t ſet/aſide.. all. che) additions and improve 


mens of revealed religion, las things: at the utmoſt, of 


precepts. I could propoſe an experiment, by which it 


would be caſy to determine, how the 0 a um 


derſtand us, when we uſe this language. 15 01 
Non here, I apprehend, would be Ab — dA 
find' among his - own, pariſhioners, . more than one 
yori een $009 cad ak ef 


| as NN hs affairs, a5 of 
conſequence not addicted to any public ſcandalous ex- 


ceſs; but arith all this groſsly negligent of religious ore 


Church that he never comes to the Lord's table— 


U of 


, thei ſecondaty, the ward,;Morality is uſed even among 
| the learned i. and dhe unlearHed have, no;apprehenſion 


lity and Religion are the ſame, I fear we are generally. 


deem m 


him that you are forry to obſerve that he is ſeldom ſeen 


ng 


PPD eee Bn eee, a 
nur us never ſandy his children to yon to be inftrufied 
in the entechiſm.— That from theſe ſymptoms, notwith- 
ſtunding the general -probity of his life, you are appre · 
henfive} he'thinks leſs than it may bo his intereſt to do, 
about the concerns of futurity, The man, who is by 
no means loſt to · all ſenſe of duty, will take your admo» 
nitlon in good patt, but he will defend himſelf, And 
his defence will be that he is at leaſt a MorRAL man. 
Freſs him further! Aſk nim, hst particular merit he 
melt dd ultribute in himſelf under that chatafter; 
Would he be underſtood to Plead not guilty to your ac- 
cuſatior; Would he pretend, that he is a ſcrupulous 
obſerver of the ſabhath never abſent without necef- 
ſity from public worſhip, and frequent in his attendance 
on” the Lord's table He will: conſeſa to you; tliat he 
means no ſuch thing the contrary. is notorious and | 
he would be ſorry to be thought capable of ſetting his 
face to'ſo'groſs' a falſch60d;/ Does he meun that hot- 
withſtanding his negle&@” of the external forms of reli- 


gion, he hath flill been erat in the better part; in be 


focial duties of the Chriſtian life. That he is liberal 
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no Murtherer, no Adulterer, no Thief, no Lyar, no 
$pendthrift; and with nothing more of the Chriſtian 


5 in che negation of theſe crimes, he hopes. to find admil- 
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patient/ of injuries. eady ta forgive—that his affec- 


neee things, chat ho is cautious 


of enceſs in the uſe even of lawful pleaſure? Nothing 
of all this. The man is no hypocrite, He will not 
pretend that his life will bear ſo ſtrict a ſerutiny. 


Rill he is a Moral man. That is to ſay, (for every 


thing more is excluded by his own confeſſions) he is 


character about him, than is ſuppoſed to be contained 


ſion into the kingdom of Heaven for if at any time he 


hath chanced to drop in, while you have been preach- 
ing, he has heard you tell WO ene tat Mo- 
e + 34. 


ct Morality differ, not only in 


the extent of the duty they preſcribe, but in the part 


in which they are the ſame in the external work, they 
differ in the Motive. They are juſt as far aſunder as 


Heaven 
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FLO AE: e e lee ger 07 dr. ITY * 
mae is hot dhe Earth Bloralit Ends all her mo- 
des here below: Religion fetches all her. motives | 
regard to the rights of each other in civil ſociety. The 
irſt principle in Religion is the love of God or, in other 
words, a regard to the relation which we bear to him, 
avit'is made known to us by Revelation. And no ac- 
tion is religious, otherwiſe than as it reſpects God, and 
proceeds from a een eee or at leaſt is 
regulated by a ſenſe of that duty. He it follows, as 1 

have before obſerved, that although Religion can ne- 
ver be Imthoral, becauſe moral works are a part of the | 
works of religion, yet Morality may be Irreligious. 

For any moral work may proceed from meer moral mo- 
tives, apart from all religious conſiderations. And if a 
moral work be done, by a perſon not ſufficiently in- 
ſtructed in religion to att upon religious conſiderations, 
it cannot proceed from any other than meer moral mo- 
tives; and of conſequence it muſt, in · that inſtance, be 
irreligious: not contrary to religion, but without it. 
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rom, this ground flands the. Daktring of . 


Sine, dhe in. the meer;overt-a, without conſidera- 
tion had of the. obliquity of the motive, they add 40 
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Reſormers, concerning Works done before Juſtif- 
cation; which: is laid dawn in the u gth of our angles, 
Works, done hefare the Grace of Chriſt, and the in- 


© ſpiration of his Spirit, am not pleaſant to God; for | 


des much as they. ſpring not of Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, 
neither do they make men meet to receive Grades or 


 *, (as the School Authors ay). deſerve Grace of Con- 
God had commanded, and-willed:them to be done, 
ye doubt not, (ſaith the Church) but that they have 


the nature of Sin.” Not that -tbey. are. in: ſuch i fort 


the. guilt of the doex of them; but being done without 


any thought of God, though not in defiance and de- 


ſpight of him, they have nothing in them, that ſhould 


make them pals for marks or ſymptoms of the regene- 
rate Character, . On the contrary in all theſe works 


meerly moral, the Atheiſt may be as perſect as the 
Chriſtian, 


AND 


Wo 
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| An this explains; what, at the firſt ſight, may ſeem 
a ſtrange fact in the Hiſtory of Man, and is, very apt to 
be miſinterpreted ;, as if it diſproved the conneftion, | 
 which- Divines are deſirous to maintain, between the 
| txuth. of Religious opinios, and true Practical God- 
lineſs ;.. Namely, that Infidelity and Atheiſm boaſt 
among their diſciples eminent examples of Moral Rec- 
titude. - Hiſtory records, L think, of SERVETUS, Bri- 
vo. and Honzzs, that they were men of the ſtricteſt 
Morals.- The memory of the living witneſſes the ſame 
of Hunz. And Hiſtory, in ſome future day, may have 
to record the ſame of PrtEsTLEY and LinDaav, But 
let not the morality of their Lives be miſtaken for an ins 
ſtance of a righteous practice, reſulting from a perverſe 
Faith; or admitted as an argument of the Indifference 
God hath willed, and commanded, ſuch works to be 
done, have the Nature of Sin; and their Religion, con- 
ſiting in private Wa and „ — is Sin; for 
it is Hereſy, 4 c u eint 


You 


=! edificationof your people; hat you maintain theidifiine- 
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tion between Religion and Morälity, and ſet forth" the 
ſuperior excellence of the former, both in che external | 
and the internal part. An over-abundant Leal! to 

check the phrenzy- of the Methodiſta, firſt introduced 

that unſcriptural Language, which confounds' the two'; 
and an apprehenſion, - that the prevalence of their 
numbers, in theſe parts, might make you too ready to 
adopt it, hath induced me to diſcourſe to you ſo largely 
upon the ſubjedt. Bear with me if Ladd, that the pro- 
pagation of Methodiſm hath been leſt owing to itt on 

powers, than to the injudicious manner in which it hath 
been reſiſted, In the controverſy about Faith and 
Works, either ſide of the queſtion hath had pious, 
learned, and (enlightened men among its advocates, 
When the pious, the learned, and the wiſe, on both 
ſides, explain, the Controverſy turns out to be a meer 
conteſt about words. The matter in diſpute being no- 
thing more than this; in what words a propoſition, in 
which all agree, may be * enounced. That Man is 
juſtified 
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5 Jaſtiiec by-Faich, without he Works of the Law;\was 
tie uniform Doctrine of the Firſt Reſormers. It is a 
ber morę antient Doctrine: it was the dodtrine of he 
whole College of Apoſtles. It is more-antient ſtill: it 


Prophets:) it was the religion of the Patriarchs. | And 
no one, HO hath the leaſt acquaintance with the writ- 
ings of the Firſt Reformers, will impute to them, more 
than to the Patriarchs, the Prophets,' or Apoſtles, the 
abſurd 5pinion,..that any mall. leading an impenitent 
wicked Life, will finally upon the meer pretence of Faith 
(and Faith connected with an impenitent Life muſt. al- 
ways be a meer pretenee) obtain admiſſion into Heaven. 
Whether our Methodiſts are juſtly chargeable with this 
Antinomian Doctrine, is what I will not take upon me 
to decide. 1 would charitably' hope; that it is to be 
found only in the language of the more illiterate of their 
Teachers. Whether they be juſtly charged with it or 
no, it is your duty to be careful, that, in your anxiety 
to expoſe this folly, you yourſelves run not into the 
oppoſite extreme of the Pelagian Hereſy. Be careful, N 
1102 | that 


was the doctrine of the Prophets. It is older than ble 


A Ant 0% rut colt ov l 
tit you aſdtibe no ſuch tert to che hoc works'b? = 
men, ts may clalm"irtimbrnlity;" as the wiges'6f/s) fer. 
vite!that'you uſcribe' no power to Man to perform 
works truly woc, withoüt ie affifiante of the Divine 
Spirit“ Bot then, be careful; on; he other hand, to 
eiphain;" on what Ground, Merit is denied to the beſt 
works of the Falch ful. I is not thut the works in them- 
ſelves ale not C664 4 ſüch as, being well done, would 
be meritorious; ſuch; that che leading vf mem untlone, 
or die delhg of meh With " negliyertee' and indiffeberiv 

While we profels to de beljevets, is 4 deceiving bf 
Our on Souls; But the Want of Merit lies in the im- 
perfection d deficiency of our beſt performances. And 


remember always to inculcate, that, ae, our 
Faitli is no leſs deſective, than our Works: that it is not 


by the Merit of our Faith} mbre tha by the Merit of 
our Works, that we are juſtiſied: that there ib, in- 
Med, no hope for any merit of our own, but through 
the efficacy of bur Lord's atonement. For that we are 
fultified by Faith, is not on account of any merit in our 
Falth, but becauſe Faith is the firſt principle of that 


com- 
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| conzmunion between the Believer's ſoul and the Divine 
Spirit, on which. the whole of our Spiritual Life de- 
pends. Theſe, Doctrines are delivered, with admirable 
peripicuity and preciſion in the Homilies of our Church 
upon theſe ſubje&s; The Miſery of all Mankind] 
The Salvatien of Mankind by Chriſt ;* The true 
Lively and Chriſtian Faith, and © Good Works an- 
nexed to Faith,“ Theſe diſcourſes I would earneſtly 

r your frequent. ſtudy,. as an unencep- 
ary. of goctrine upon theſe impomant 
points, and. ankxecliejt model of Compoſition for po- 
pular iniſtruction. Were you in a fituation to procure 
ſcarce bool for yourſelves, or to have eaſy acceſs to 
well-furniſhed Libraries, I. hould recommend a peruſal 
of the Confeſſion of Faith of the Church of Saxony, 
with.the-elucidations) upon particular points, which are 
to be found in the works:of Philip Melancthon. And, 
as a preſervative of ydurtow Minds from the contagion 
of the Antinomian B6lly; Lwould recommend the flirme- 
ma Apoſiolica of my illuſtrious predeceſſor, Biſhop Bus L. 
I am. much miſtaken, if a proper diligence on our own 

*I Parts, 
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parts, to inqulcate cheſe Doctrines whit = 
the very baſis of the Chriſtian Syſtem, which the 

loſophizers of the preſent times explain away, — 
illiterate Enthuſiaſt, by the meanneſi of his Rile, and the 
abſurdity of his illuſtrations, too.often burleſques ; I am > 
miſtaken, if a proper diligence, on our part, to intul- 
cate theſe /doftrines, would not ſoon ſuperſede the ne- 
| ceſlity of all controyerſy. Truth, deeply planted in 
the public Mind, would keep poſſeſſion by. its own na: 
tive.firength ; the Common Pegple, made proficients.in 
the Faith, however in other reſpe&s.illiterate,. and ac: 
cuſtomed to the Doctrine originally delivered. to the 
Saints, would turn with horror from every thing of a 
contrary ſound. Niouriſhed with the ſincere milk of 
the word, by their proper paſtors, they would refuſe. a 
drink of doubtful quality, mingled by à ſtranger. In 
a word, our Churches would be thronged ; while the 
Moralizing Unitarian, Would be left to read his dull 
weekly Lecture to the walls of his deſerted conven- 
I ticle ; and the Field-Preacher would bellow unregarded 
tothe wilderneſs, (4 EARN] 4, 164, hb WAI, Gen ee 1 
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ee Se pertridthbrekligtodbe dune forthe ſecurity FREE 
of the comme People: from deluſion. The great crime 
afolly of. he NH conte, not fo moch in 
h@teriioxy;bavin funaticiim; not in perverſe dodrine, 
Ruit rather! in a diſonderly aeal for the propagation. of 
ther Trutho: Which dr thei pretence'ifor that irregular 
Minifiry;whitoki is eierei fed by their Teachers; \encou- = 
- raged by the Leader of the:ſett; and; greedily followed 
by the — — 
and! i -[the:be dus 
falſe ine 1 eee 
[Laityiſhould.be fhequentiy taught, wich what hazard :o 
himſeli the private Chriſtian 6fhciouſty! meddles in the 
preacher Offices how ſtrißtly) it is required of him, 
do ſulinfivhimſelf ch thoſe denchera, iwhoiate/ by due u · 
thority ſet over the people to watbh over their ſouls. 
iads ol i bio I to tust irn oc ni HMH 
vaUrom hefe Topis, che Clergy, ef later yours; have 
\igerv-rhore-filent than is perfectly corifiſtent with their 
duty from a feur, a8 1 conceive; of acquiring. ne 
ann and reputation! of Mig. Churchmen. But, my 


iat E Brethren, 
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the idle terror of u Mick Natel artfully" applied; in 
elatiem af the trutmeanitig ai dd word, to enitruꝑ che 


belly, long finco! eradicated; upon principles' v 
have nn con with) it) Vu promHOte the firath- 


yourſelves; if pen give iay-to! wriliead-bfths imputs- 

tiono To be n High- Church · Man. d the! ny; ſenſe 
which the dy b¶ð n be allowed to bear, as applicable 
ever cealetor he my public preienon, my pride my 
gloty'b Totbe e HighiChinch-Mari in this true import 
of the -wordcies/thenBigtiſh Language, Bod: ſbibid, 


chat ever 1 mould deſerve mne imputation. ot Av? High- | 


Chureh-Man, in the true ſenſe of the word, is one that 
_ 45 2bigavto:the Tecular #ights of the Frieſthood. One, 


who claims for the Hierarchy, upon pretence of a riglit 
inherent in the ſacred office, all thoſe Powers, Honour 


A an eſtabliſh- 
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judgement of the Many, and bring the diſoredit of U 


the Public; and you. ate. acceſſaries to the injury: to 


, 


DI. m HIER D DpooTs Davin. . 
ment i ich ate held indeed by no bthex terre; than 
me will of dhe / Printe, or by the la of the Land. 
To tho Frince or to tho L we! acknowledge our- 
ſelves imdabted for alb aur ſebular poſſeſſions; for the 
rank and dignity annexed tu the ſuptrior order of the 
Clergy : ſor our ſecular authority; for the juriſdict ion of 
dur court, and pr every civib effed; hich follows the 
exereiſe o our Spikitual Authority. Al theſe rights and | 
honouts, with which: the prieſth6od-is adorned by the 
piety of the civil magiſtrate; ate quite diſtirict from «the 
ſpiritual commiſſion, which we bear, für the adminiſ- 
ener eee en it; wh Rand UH on the | 
ground-ofhuman law, and vary, like the rights of other | 
citizens, as the laws, which create them, vary. And in 
every Church, connefted;liks'our'Church, with the ſtate 
by an eftabliſhment;) even tlie ſpiritual authority cannot 
be conferred without the conſent of the ſupreme Civil 
Magiſtrate. But in the language of our modern ſefta- 
ries, every one Wa: High- Church - Man, who. is io 
unwilling to recogniſe ſo much as the ſpiritual authority 
Hou) n 7 
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rafter} — mort divine," than may belong tothe 
meer hiredJervantgof thi State, or of the L and re-· 
gards the ſervice, which. we are thought to perform for 
our pay;cas ſuimething more than a-Pait'to/be:gravely 
played in the drama of Huntah Politics. My Reve- 
rend Brethren, we muſt be content to be High · Church 
Men according to this uſage of the word: or we can- 
abtiat all be Churchmen. For he, hib thinks of God's 
miniſters; as the meer ſervants of the State, is but of the 
Church. ſevered from it by a kind iof felf-excotmmu- 
nicatien - Much charitable allowanct᷑ is to be made ſor 
mne errors of the Laity upon points, to which it is hardly 
to be expected the) Thould bur t᷑heir attention of their 
own accord, and upon ꝙhich, for ſome: time paſt, they 
have been very imperſectly inſtrudted. Diſſenters are 
to be judged with mich: nd²UðHe, andwiith. every poſ 
ſible allowance for the prejudices: of education. But 
for thoſe who have been nurtured in the: boſom of che 
lo. | 98 4 5 Church, 
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Feen lth wa, the humour of the age, 
ot anibitious of the fame of Liberulity of ſentiment (for 
under that ſpecious name, a profane indifference is 
made to paſs fur aniaccompliſhment} they affeR to join 
in the diſfavowal of tlie authority, which they ſhare,. r 
ate ſilent when the validity of their divine commiſſion. is 
called in queſtion ; for any, 1 hope they are ſew, who 
hide this weakneſs of faith, this poverty of religious 
principle under the attire of a Goym and Oaſſock, they 
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are, in my eſtimation, little better than Infidels in maſ- 
querade..: n 6 Uivagrene hs Ao NOT ir 
. Sy rar oft nt ene 1s being 
Io fortify your ow "tap and to ud; yous- 
elves to give the Laity.. the inſtruction they, ſo much 
need in this important ſubject, of the deference due 
from the private Chriſtian, in matters purely Spiritual, 
to the authority of the Church, and to a Miniſtry of 


Divine inſtitution, I would adviſe, that vou make the 
writings chat remain of the Apoſtolical Fathers, more 


* of Sr. Cuannnſa, and Sr. IGNATWS,/ your 
| conſtant 
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e ee itch n 
cleſtuſtital Polity:ofthe Learned Hooxzk and from | 
oh 2 9 of an eminent Div¾ing os the Church of Lre- 

| in che laſt century; chs velebrated CranLEs 
3 the younger Clergy more eſpeclally, 
as an introduction to theſe neceſſary ſtudies, and to all, 
ws an excellent commentary of firſt principles, which 
way ſuggeſt ſome-of che beſt Topies of popular dif- 
courſe upon this important queſtion of Church - Autho- 
rity, I would earneſtly recommend a Tract, which was 
printed at Gloceſter, in the year 1787, under the title 
of An Eſſay on the Church. It is the work of a venera- 
ble Clergyman in the Dioceſe ofNorwich, to wham the 
World is indebted for many valuable diſquiſuions in 


Divinity, and in other ſubjects, and for a popular tract 
t th errors rap a which * been 
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-.. and Craxxx, Vu Bond Street . 
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gba SAMUEL HogaLey, R. S. 8. Oxon, 4to. 


A Letter to the Hon. Conmantie Jonn Purrrs 


(now Lord Moro upon the: A of the 
Peudutues, 4to. 


Isaact Nawron: Opera que exſtant omnia. Ob 


att PIER illuſtrabat JAMUEL! HonsLey, . D. D. 
K. 8. 8. Reverendo adn | 


-  BERTO, Epiſcopo 
Londini, 1779. 


The Analogy between the Light of Revelation, and 


the Light of Learning® A Sermon preached in che Ca- 


thedral Church of Gloceſter, &c. 
TG in en with Dr. Pa IESTLEY, &c. 


On the principle of Vitality in Man. A Sermon 
preached in St. Andrew's Church, Holborn, for the ** 
ee March 20, 50 


* n Mass. Roneox * 


Apolloni i Pergei tnclinationum Libri Duo. = 


ui in Chrilto Patri, Ro- 
r I Sacris, 6 4t0. 
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